don't wish a concrete block that I can't tell from sandstone. I wish a concrete block that won't 'flower.' When I wish sandstone I can get sandstone/' The rebuke in these statements is just; the business of the concrete block maker is to make concrete blocks and to make them without defects and not to make imitation sandstone.
The discussion so far has borne rather heavily on the shortcomings of the block maker, but the architect has been quite as negligent of his obligations if these may be assumed to exist at all in lending his aid in developing the possibilities of new structural materials. In a recent article we find the following statement: "The architect will be ready to use their product (concrete blocks) the moment it conforms to his conception of what constitutes a pleasing as well as a durable building material." Possibly it would not be professional good form, but it occurs to one not an architect that the architect's interest and activity might well go a step further. He might tell the block maker what he would consider to be pleasing, or failing in this he could at least tell him wherein his present product was unpleasing. This would help somewhat toward reaching the lofty plane where their product would conform to the architect's conception of what constitutes a pleasing building material. It would help matters considerably more, however, if the architect would devote a little study to ascertaining if possible how by adopting suitable architectural styles and finishes and forms of blocks, concrete blocks could be made to work out pleasingly to the eye in building construction. There is no insuperable obstacle to doing this; in fact, it has been done for a few special structures. The Royal Bank of Canada building at Havana, Cuba, illustrated in the body of this book, is one of these structures. One can point out_others that are fully as enlightening as to the architectural possibilities of concrete blocks. They are equally enlightening to the block maker, for they show him what he must do if he is to claim a place with architects for his production in competition with cut stone.
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